
UMSL Art Education Unit Template 

Teacher Name: Andrea Tharian 

Subject: Art 

Grade Level: 3rd 

Unit Title: Nature and the Environment Around Us 

Enduring Concept/ Big Idea: Natural World, Observation, Creativity 

Essential Question(s): How do artists use different materials to convey their ideas? How does paint 

application affect the overall mood or feeling in a work of art? Is a print the same as a painting – why or why 

not? 

Unit Rationale: The Painting/Printmaking Studio will be the first center unlocked in this TAB classroom. 

Students will be introduced to a variety of painting and printmaking techniques so they can apply those 

processes to their own artwork throughout the year. Using nature as a main source of inspiration will provide 

a consistent theme as we move through different artmaking processes.  

Unit Objectives 

Art Development and Production: The student will learn how to communicate ideas through artwork using 

various painting and printmaking techniques.   

Art History and Culture: The student will learn about contemporary artists as well as artists from the past 

creating in different artistic styles.   

Art Criticism and Aesthetics: The student will learn new terminology related to different art historical 

movements. The student will practice talking about a work of art.  

Art Development and Production Objective Standards 

Core Arts Standard(s): 

Anchor Standard #1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

Anchor Standard #2. Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.  

Missouri Learning Standard(s): 

ELA: Writing 2. Compose well-developed writing texts for audience and purpose. C. Narrative/Literary 6-

12 Correlation Writing 2A 

Write fiction or non-fiction narratives and poems that: a. establish a setting and situation/topic and introduce 

a narrator and/or characters 

Show-Me Standard(s): 

Fine Arts Standard 1: Process and techniques for the production, exhibition, or performance of one or more of 

the visual or performed arts 

Fine Art Standard 2: The principles and elements of different art forms 

Missouri GLE(s): 

Strand I: Product/Performance 

1. Select and apply two-dimensional media, techniques, and processes to communicate ideas and solve 

challenging visual art problems 

B. Painting: Apply paint in even strokes to create a watercolor/thinned tempera wash.  

Paint lines and fill in shapes with even color using tempera  

Strand I: Product/Performance 

1. Select and apply two-dimensional media, techniques, and processes to communicate ideas and solve 

challenging visual art problems D. Other Media: Demonstrate an additive process (e.g. string, cardboard, 

glue, found objects) 

Strand I: Product/Performance 

3. Communicate ideas about subject matter and themes in artworks created for various purposes 

A. Subject Matter: Fine Art 

Landscape: Create an original cityscape 

Non-objective: Create an original artwork using line, shape and color 

Strand II: Elements and Principles 

1. Select and use elements of art for their effect in communicating ideas through artwork 

A. Line: Identify and use horizontal, vertical, and diagonal lines 



B. Shapes: Differentiate between shapes and forms 

D. Texture: Identify and use invented textures 

Art History and Culture Objective Standards 

Core Arts Standard(s):  

Anchor Standard #4. Analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for presentation.  

Anchor Standard #7. Perceive and analyze artistic work. 

Show-Me Standard(s): 

Fine Arts Standard 5: Visual and performing arts in historical and cultural contexts 

Missouri GLE(s):  

Strand V: Historical and Cultural Contexts 

1. Compare and contrast artworks from different historical time periods and/or cultures 

B. Characteristics of Artworks: Compare and contrast two artworks on: subject matter, media, use of value 

and space, theme, purpose of art in culture, place 

Art Criticism and Aesthetics Objective Standards 

Core Arts Standard(s): 

Anchor Standard 8. Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.  

Show-Me Standard(s): 

Fine Art Standard 2: The principles and elements of different art forms  

Fine Art Standard 3: The vocabulary to explain perceptions about and evaluations of works in dance, music, 

theater and visual arts 

Missouri GLE(s): 

Strand II: Elements and Principles 

1. Select and use elements of art for their effect in communicating ideas through artwork 

G. Space: Identify and use middle ground, overlapping, and change of size to create illusion of space  

2. Select and use principles of art for their effect in communicating ideas through artwork 

A. Balance: Identify and use symmetrical (formal) balance 

Strand III: Artistic Perceptions 

1. Investigate the nature of art and discuss responses to artworks 

A. Aesthetics: Compare different responses students may have to the same artwork  

2. Analyze and evaluate art using art vocabulary  

A. Art Criticism: Identify the following in artworks: warm and cool colors, symmetrical balance, invented 

textures, horizontal, diagonal, and vertical lines, contrast/variety of sizes 

Unit Cross-Curricular and Interdisciplinary Connections:  

Watch Youtube Reading of The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds 

Students write a narrative about their animal dot paintings 

Students write about their own work upon completion – discussion on artist statements 

Unit Vocabulary: Creativity, Pointillism, Aboriginal Art, Collagraph, Monoprint, Folk Art, Primitivism 

Number and Titles of Lessons in Unit: Dot Day & Aboriginal Art Painting, Painting from Life, Monoprints 

with Gelli Plates, Collagraph Exploration 

Pre-Assessment: Bellringers 

Formative Assessment(s): Use of exit slips, class discussions, fist to five (check for understanding), finished 

projects with rubrics for grading  

Summative/Post-Assessment: Artist statements 

 

Lesson Title: Dot Day & Aboriginal Art Painting 

Lesson Objectives: Students learn about International Dot Day, inspired by Peter H. Reynolds 

 book, The Dot. After reading The Dot, teacher will give introduction to Aboriginal Art painting of Australia.  

 

(Option two if wanting to focus on Impressionism: Instructor talks about French impressionists. Students will 

then create their own landscape/city scene using techniques from the Impressionists.)  



Core Arts Standard(s):  

Anchor Standard #2. Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 

Anchor Standard #7. Perceive and analyze artistic work. 

Missouri Learning Standard(s):  

ELA: Writing 2. Compose well-developed writing texts for audience and purpose. C. Narrative/Literary 6-12 

Correlation Writing 2A 

Write fiction or non-fiction narratives and poems that: a. establish a setting and situation/topic and introduce 

a narrator and/or characters 

Show-Me Standard(s): Fine Arts Standard 1: Process and techniques for the production, exhibition, or 

performance of one or more of the visual or performed arts 

Missouri GLE(s):  

Strand I: Product/Performance 

1. Select and apply two-dimensional media, techniques, and processes to communicate ideas and solve 

challenging visual art problems 

DOK Level:  

Level One: Identify, arrange 

Level Three: Draw Conclusions, Compare, Critique 

Level Four: Design, Apply Concepts 

Formative Assessment(s):  

Before first lesson, ask students to make a small picture using marker dots.  

After final lesson, give students same question. Compare two projects to assess growth of the following: 

composition, use of line, shape 

Other assessments: Graded Project and Narrative/Story about completed work  

Number of Days in Lesson: 2 – 3 (pending progress) 

Lesson Vocabulary: Dots, Pattern, Emphasis 

Artist(s) or Artwork(s) Being Covered: Nellie Marks Nakamara, Margaret Lewis Napangardi 

 

 

Lesson Title: Dot Day & Aboriginal Art Painting 

Day: (see below) 

Technology Requirements: Smartboard, Laptop, Speakers 

Day One Art Supply Materials: Pencils, Erasers, Loose-leaf white paper  

 

Day Two Art Supply Materials (and 3 if needed): Pencils, Erasers, Loose-leaf white paper, Tempera Paint, 

Brushes, Water cups, Sponges, Q-tips, Baby food jars (storage for Q-tips & extra paint), Large sheets 

construction paper, aluminum foil 

Other Resource Requirements: N/A 

Health or Safety Concerns: Q-Tips would be concerned with younger kids, but are appropriate for this age 

group.  

Differentiation for Students Who Struggle: Have videos of artists playing during the class period. Students 

having difficulty with the technique can look at the Smartboard to reference video.  

Differentiation for Students Who Excel: 

Bellringers 

Day One: Write down what you think the word “creativity” means.  

Day Two: Get rough drafts from pile and continue working on them until we meet as a class.  

Day Three: Get paintings from stack and begin working.  

Motivational Activity/Strategy: 

Before talking about The Dot, ask students: “How many of you think of yourself as an artist?” 

“What do you think art is?” Ask students to think about creativity and how it can be defined as many things.  

Day One Learning Activities:  



Watch Youtube Reading of The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds and discuss key ideas from the book with students 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swn-aIwgFVo 

Ask students if they know where Australia is located? Show them on a map and tell them about Aboriginal 

artists working in this country.  

 

Have students watch clips form Youtube videos of the following Aboriginal artists, Nellie Marks Nakamarra 

and Margaret Lewis Napangardi.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=504IxoTETEU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCQB6d9eRV0 

Ask while watching video: What do you notice about the way this artist is applying paint? Is there a lot of 

paint on her brush? Is the artist controlling her body while working on the painting? 

 

Introduce Project – “All of us will make our own dot painting using new tools, which we will talk about more 

next period. Today we will talk a little bit about composition.” Ask students to think of their favorite animal 

and ask where would it live in nature. Students think about making an environment for their animal.  

 

Day Two Learning Activities: 

Once class meets at carpet, demo the painting activity. Apply paint using back of paintbrush and Q-tips. Go 

through rinsing of brush, reuse of Q-tips, and proper clean up procedures. Once teacher approves rough draft, 

students can select paper and move onto final piece. The remainder of the class period(s) will be used 

covering the paper to finish piece.  

 

If doing lesson related to Impressionism instead of Aboriginal Art:  

Give introduction to Impressionism – Present Powerpoint 

Art Institute of Chicago: http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/27992 

Good reference for overview on Impressionism: 

 https://principlearttalk.com/tag/camille-pissarro/ 

 

Day One Cleanup Procedures: Water cups emptied and refilled for next class, pencil drawing with rough 

sketches stacked and placed in class folder, pencils and erasers placed in appropriate cups near teacher’s desk, 

chairs pushed in before lining up at door, “mess-up” papers in recyclable bin 

Day Two & Three Cleanup Procedures: Water cups emptied and refilled for next class, brushes washed at 

sink if bristles used, pencil drawing with rough sketches stacked and placed in class folder, pencils and 

erasers placed in appropriate cups near teacher’s desk, chairs pushed in before lining up at door, “mess-up” 

papers in recyclable bin, paper towel with q-tips thrown in trash, any spills cleaned up with sponge, wet 

paintings brought over to drying rack for teacher to load 

Free Time Activity: Start a second dot creation using markers or paint.  

 

Lesson Title: Collagraph Exploration 

Lesson Objectives: Students will learn about the process of making a collagraph plate for printmaking. They 

will think about composition, design, and the desired results from their final piece.  

Core Arts Standard(s):  

Anchor Standard #1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

Anchor Standard 8. Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 

Show-Me Standard(s): Fine Art Standard 2: The principles and elements of different art forms  

Missouri GLE(s):  

Strand I: Product/Performance 

1. Select and apply two-dimensional media, techniques, and processes to communicate ideas and solve 

challenging visual art problems D. Other Media: Demonstrate an additive process (e.g. string, cardboard, 

glue, found objects) 

Strand III: Artistic Perceptions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swn-aIwgFVo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=504IxoTETEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCQB6d9eRV0
http://www.artic.edu/aic/collections/artwork/27992
https://principlearttalk.com/tag/camille-pissarro/


1. Investigate the nature of art and discuss responses to artworks 

A. Aesthetics: Compare different responses students may have to the same artwork  

2. Analyze and evaluate art using art vocabulary  

A. Art Criticism: Identify the following in artworks: warm and cool colors, symmetrical balance, invented 

textures, horizontal, diagonal, and vertical lines, contrast/variety of sizes 

DOK Level:  

Level One: Identify, arrange 

Level Three: Draw Conclusions, Compare, Critique 

Level Four: Design, Apply Concepts 

Formative Assessment(s):  

Day One of Lesson: After introduction to process, ask students to design what they might want their final 

piece to look like.  

After Work is Complete, do the following prompt: 

Did your collagraph print turn out as you envision? Why or why not? Tell me about your artistic process and 

what (if anything) you would change next time? 

Number of Days in Lesson: 2 

Lesson Vocabulary: collagraph, collage, composition  

Artist(s) or Artwork(s) Being Covered: Eunice Kim http://www.eunicekim.net/gallery.html 

 

Lesson Title: Collagraph Exploration 

Day: (see below) 

Technology Requirements: Laptop, Smartboard 

Art Supply Materials: White paper, Pencils, Erasers, Small sheets of cardboard, Liquid Elmer’s Glue, 

Brayers, Plexi glass, white computer paper, 12” x 18” colored paper, Scissors, Tempera Paint/Printmaking 

Inks, Acrylic spray, Found materials from Sculpture center with additional things brought in: dried noodles, 

bubble wrap, tape, sponge pieces, foam sheets, fishing line 

Other Resource Requirements: 

Health or Safety Concerns: If using printmaking inks, have students wear smocks.  

Differentiation for Students Who Struggle: Give students the option of taking notes while demonstration is 

going on or make sure they are seated next to one of the artists who typically excel.  

Differentiation for Students Who Excel: Ask them to assist those struggling with their projects – see if they 

can help a partner get materials for their piece or assist with gluing.  

Bellringers: 

Day One: Have you heard of printmaking before? What do you think it is? 

Day Two: Write down the colors you plan to use when painting your collagraph plate today. What might be 

some interesting ways to use color in your composition? 

Motivational Activity/Strategy: Students will learn the term collagraph and be introduced to a unique 

printmaking process. While exploring this process, we will look at the work of artist Eunice Kim and talk 

about different ways to make a print.  

 

Helpful Collagraph Lessons: 

http://createartwithme.com/collagraph-printmaking-lesson/ 

https://blogs.colum.edu/marginalia/2011/12/29/collagraph-printing-and-how-to-use-it-in-the-

classroom/#.T3xNjWEgdQY 

http://edtech2.boisestate.edu/mollibrown/506/printlesson3.html 

Learning Activities: 

Day One:  

Introduce Lesson –  

Show students work of Eunice Kim. Ask the following questions: 

What are some words you would use to describe this artwork? 

http://www.eunicekim.net/gallery.html
http://createartwithme.com/collagraph-printmaking-lesson/
https://blogs.colum.edu/marginalia/2011/12/29/collagraph-printing-and-how-to-use-it-in-the-classroom/#.T3xNjWEgdQY
https://blogs.colum.edu/marginalia/2011/12/29/collagraph-printing-and-how-to-use-it-in-the-classroom/#.T3xNjWEgdQY
http://edtech2.boisestate.edu/mollibrown/506/printlesson3.html


Do you think she knew how the piece would look before she made it? 

After students talk about her work, show the photos of the printmaking process on her website.  

 

Remind students about thumbnail sketches & demo different brainstorming ideas 

Ask about familiarity with printmaking techniques. Introduce term “collagraph” – its name comes from the 

Greek word kolla (glue) and graphos (to write). The explain that students are creating a low-relief image from 

found materials. Demonstrate gluing process for collagraph plate. They will need to finish these today. 

 

Show video clips on making a collagraph (and can have these running while they work if not distracting). 

https://youtu.be/3MpvHHWqoFU 

https://youtu.be/W-1QLLbjSG8 

 

Day Two: 

Demonstrate how to ink the collagraph plate – show students that brayer goes “face up” so no pressure on 

roller. (Teacher needs to use clear acrylic spray to seal the plate in between class periods). If brayer is too 

difficult, students should use brush to apply paint. Now is a good time to encourage color mixing on plexi 

surface! There will be one printmaking station set up for four students to work at a time with appropriate 

teacher supervision. The other students can work on dot paintings, class weaving, or free draw while they 

wait their turn. Ask those waiting to think about color combinations for how they plan to ink their plate.  

 

Cleanup Procedures:  

Day One: Erasers and pencils in cups by teacher’s desk, rough draft sketches placed in pile and placed in 

class folder, Collagraph paints with glue brought over to drying rack, Trash and recycling placed in necessary 

bins, scraps cleaned off floor, extra materials returned to designated containers  

Day Two: Brayers and brushes rinsed in sink with bristles up and brayers up to dry, Wet prints placed on 

drying rack, Wet plates placed on drying rack, tables sponged down,  

Free Time Activity: Work on class weaving  

 

 

Lesson Title: Painting from Life 

Lesson Objectives: Before going outdoors to do plein air painting, students will look at the work of William 

H. Johnson and learn about the artist’s life. Teacher needs to point out powerful, bright colors used and the 

artist’s style of painting.  

Core Arts Standard(s): Anchor Standard #1. Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

Missouri Learning Standard(s): 

Show-Me Standard(s):  

Fine Arts Standard 5: Visual and performing arts in historical and cultural contexts 

Missouri GLE(s):  

Strand I: Product/Performance 

1. B. Painting: Apply paint in even strokes to create a watercolor/thinned tempera wash.  

Paint lines and fill in shapes with even color using tempera 

3. Communicate ideas about subject matter and themes in artworks created for various purposes 

A. Subject Matter: Fine Art 

Landscape: Create an original cityscape 

Strand II: Elements and Principles 

1. Select and use elements of art for their effect in communicating ideas through artwork 

G. Space: Identify and use middle ground, overlapping, and change of size to create illusion of space  

DOK Level:  

Level One: Identify, Arrange, Recall  

Level Three: Draw Conclusions, Compare, Critique 

Level Four: Design, Apply Concepts, Critique, Synthesize 

https://youtu.be/3MpvHHWqoFU
https://youtu.be/W-1QLLbjSG8


Formative Assessment(s): Graded outdoor landscape with rubric 

Number of Days in Lesson: 2 

Lesson Vocabulary: perspective, line, complementary color 

Artist(s) or Artwork(s) Being Covered: William H. Johnson and his work, Arcade, Tunisia 

 

Lesson Title: Painting from Life 

Day: (see below) 

Technology Requirements: Smartboard/Laptop 

Art Supply Materials: heavy white paper, pencils with erasers, Kwik Stik 

http://www.thepencilgrip.com/p/kwik-stix-12pk 

solid paint sticks or watercolor colored pencils (brushes, sponges, cups of water if this method), hard surface 

to paint on outside (drawing boards or Masonite), permanent marker 

Other Resource Requirements: N/A 

Health or Safety Concerns: Students need to stay on side walk when working outside and choose a spot far 

away from the street.  

Differentiation for Students Who Struggle: Remind students to ask a partner for help if they get stuck. I will 

be available to answer questions and spend time with students individually. 

Differentiation for Students Who Excel: Encourage the “high-fliers” to draw a more complicated composition 

– show them two point perspective if applicable.  

Bellringer: 

Day One: As students come in, ask them to spend three minutes looking at Arcade, Tunisia by Johnson, 

painted in 1932. Voices should be at Level Zero during this time. Think about two things you find interesting 

in the painting. (Can tell students this activity is great practice for what they will need to do when at the Saint 

Louis Art Museum later in the year). 

Day Two: Free Draw Activity - practice using Kwik Stik at your table before going outside.  

Motivational Activity/Strategy (Days 1 & 2): 

Students will look at the work of William H. Johnson for inspiration before going outside. Show them some 

of his academic work and how it evolved over his artistic career. My hope is that his more “naïve” style helps 

students understand that things do not always have to look perfect, which will lead to less frustration during 

observational drawing/painting projects.  

Learning Activities: 

Day One: Ask students what they noticed about the work, Arcade, Tunisia at end of bellringer before starting 

lecture. Show students Powerpoint on work of William H. Johnson. Be sure to touch on line, color, and 

perspective within his work. Remind students of appropriate procedures/behaviors for leaving building and 

going outside.  

 

Students will line up at door for plein air painting. Select “helpers” to assist with transporting supplies and 

passing out items to students before going outside. Once outside, students will get any other materials needed 

from the helpers. Quick perspective demo from teacher.  Students can select a location within Mrs. T’s 

approved area to draw (away from street, within sight line, etc). Draw names in pencil on back of paper 

before starting! Students should draw composition with pencil first, get it approved by teacher, then go over 

lines with permanent marker. Move to Kwik Stix if time. 

 

Day Two:  

Students will line up at door for plein air painting. Select “helpers” to assist with transporting supplies and 

passing out items to students before going outside. Once outside, students will get any other materials needed 

from the helpers. Students return to their spot from the last class and use Kwik Stix to color/add detail. A 

second picture can be done if time allows. 

 

References: 

William H. Johnson 

http://www.thepencilgrip.com/p/kwik-stix-12pk


http://americanart.si.edu/collections/search/artist/?id=2486 

http://www.bluffton.edu/homepages/facstaff/sullivanm/race/race.html 

http://arthistorynewsreport.blogspot.com/2013/06/william-h-johnsons-world-on-paper.html 

2007 Exhibition in Philadelphia: http://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/2007/239.html 

Colorful Row Houses Lesson: https://kinderart.com/art-lessons/painting/rowhousesdrawingandpainting/ 

Cleanup Procedures:  

Day One: Kwik Stix & pencils placed in containers. Extra paper back in paper drawer. Paintings handed to 

Mrs. T to be placed on drying rack. (Will need to go over brush care if using brushes.) 

Day Two: Kwik Stix & pencils placed in containers. Extra paper back in paper drawer. Paintings handed to 

Mrs. T to be placed on drying rack. 

Free Time Activity: Additional drawing from life can be done while outside – after completing one 

house/architectural picture, students can choose a subject that interests them.  

 

 

Lesson Title: Monoprints with Gelli Plates 

Lesson Objectives: Students begin to think about shape and composition as they learn the process of 

printmaking. Monoprints will be created over three class periods using different textures, ink/paint colors, 

and compositional arrangements.  

Core Arts Standard(s):  

Anchor Standard #2. Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 

Anchor Standard #7. Perceive and analyze artistic work. 

Show-Me Standard(s): Fine Art Standard 2: The principles and elements of different art forms 

Missouri GLE(s): Landscape: Create an original cityscape 

Non-objective: Create an original artwork using line, shape and color 

Strand II: Elements and Principles 

1. Select and use elements of art for their effect in communicating ideas through artwork 

A. Line: Identify and use horizontal, vertical, and diagonal lines 

B. Shapes: Differentiate between shapes and forms 

D. Texture: Identify and use invented textures 

DOK Level:  

Level One: Identify, arrange 

Level Three: Draw Conclusions, Compare, Critique, Assess, Investigate 

Level Four: Design, Apply Concepts, Create, Design 

Formative Assessment(s):  

First day of lesson prompt (have students write): 

What is a print? Have you heard of the printmaking process before? What can you tell me about it? 

Final day of lesson prompt: 

 What have you learned about printmaking during the last few classes? What can you tell me about the 

process? What was your favorite part? 

Number of Days in Lesson: Two (3 if students are particularly interested and we have time) 

Lesson Vocabulary: monoprint, texture, composition, gelli plate 

Artist(s) or Artwork(s) Being Covered: Christopher P. Wood  

 

 

 

Lesson Title: Monoprints 

Day: (see below) 

Technology Requirements: Smartboard/Laptop 

Art Supply Materials: Plexiglass, Gelli plates, Drawing/Watercolor Paper cut in small sheets, Brushes, Dish 

soap, baby wipes, Tool for mark-making, Cups for water, Scrap paper and pencils  

Other Resource Requirements: N/A 

http://americanart.si.edu/collections/search/artist/?id=2486
http://www.bluffton.edu/homepages/facstaff/sullivanm/race/race.html
http://arthistorynewsreport.blogspot.com/2013/06/william-h-johnsons-world-on-paper.html
http://www.philamuseum.org/exhibitions/2007/239.html
https://kinderart.com/art-lessons/painting/rowhousesdrawingandpainting/


Health or Safety Concerns: N/A 

Differentiation for Students Who Struggle: I will be there to assist students because we will be printing in 

small groups, hopefully this will alleviate any confusion.  

Differentiation for Students Who Excel: Ask those students to help other students while the class works on 

separate activity.  

Bellringer:  

Day One: What did you learn about the process of printmaking from the collagraph lesson? List three things. 

(collect later to check for understanding) 

Day Two: Reflecting on your project from last week, would you have done anything differently? If so, what? 

Do you have a plan for today’s class? 

 

Motivational Activity/Strategy: Speak with students about the term monoprint and how it is unique to 

printmaking. Normally with printmaking artists make an edition of prints – show them how the process 

they’ll be learning today is exciting because each monoprint is unique and different (like a painting). 

 

Learning Activities: 

Day One:  

Show students video of Christopher Wood talking about monoprints: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80-

ngXzVcVU 

 

If document camera, do demonstration in front of entire class. If there isn’t camera, might be best to 

demonstrate in small groups when kids come over to work. Show them watercolor technique with gelli plates, 

how to rub paper on top of plate to cover entire surface and teach them how to clean the plates. Can do 

different techniques like soap and scraffito if time (if not, save for next class).  

 

For students not printmaking, they will work on watercolor composition using a repeated pattern. 

 

Lessons for Gelli prints: http://gelliarts.blogspot.com/ 

Look up Gelli Arts Printing with Watercolors 

 

Day Two: Return prints from previous lesson to students. Students must do a second layer on at least three of 

their pieces when coming over to the printmaking station. Second layer will be to add color or create 

interesting effect with color.  

Students continue working on pattern project at seats.  

 

Cleanup Procedures: Brushes washed and placed tip up in bin next to sink, watercolors clean and closed up at 

top of tables, finished works on drying racks, soap placed near sink, water cups emptied and refilled for next 

class 

Free Time Activity: Work on watercolor compositions at seats.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80-ngXzVcVU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80-ngXzVcVU
http://gelliarts.blogspot.com/


Andrea Tharian 

Prac I: Third Grade Unit 

Nature and the Environment Around Us 

Five Artworks 

 

Lesson Title: Dot Day & Aboriginal Art Painting 

 

Aboriginal artist, Nellie Marks Nakamarra  (living artist) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Aboriginal artist, Margaret Lewis Napangardi  (living artist) 

 



  
 

 
 

 

Lesson Title: Collagraph Exploration 

 

Eunice Kim (living artist) 



 

 
 

Tessellation (4-3) #6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Title: Painting from Life 

 

William H. Johnson (1901–1970) 

 

 
Arcade, Tunisia 

 

 
Jitterbugs (V) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Title: Monoprints with Gelli Plates 

 

Christopher P. Wood (living artist) 

 

 
 

Monoprint: Day Trip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


